
Whenever the essence or innate principle of the disease is by any
means put into action, it assimilates to its own nature a certain
portion of the fluids, circulating in the system, more or less ac-

cording to the grnssness or purity of the habit, and throws out or

expels them. If the whole of the original essence be expelled, or

the system entirely purified of the disposition, which is ordinarily
the case, the person will never be subject to a second attack. The
more complete the ferment or commotion in the system may have
been at the time of the disease, the greoter will be the probability
of the whole having been thrown off, and viceversa. Hence, al-
though the cow-pox, properly passed through, may be a security
ordinarily against the small-pox ; yet, considering that persons
pass through this disease, for the most part, without any eruption,
and scarcely any discernable ferment or commotion in the system,
I should be less surprised at an attack of the small-pox after tho
eow-pox, than a second attack of the smallpox itself."

Mr. Walker thinks it perfectly accordant with his principle,
that a recurrence of the natural small-pox is an exceedingly rare

occurrence; that natural small-pox happening subsequently to
inoculated small-pox, is less rare, and that the occurrence of nat-
ural small-pox after vaccine inoculation, is still less rare. Upon
what data the following statement is formed, we are not acquaint-
ed, and have no means of judging of its accuracy. "1 think I
may venture to consider the following statement as nearly correct,
or at least, perfectly within the limits, viz. a recurrence of the
natural small-pox once in ten million cases; natural small-pox,
occuriiig after inoculated small-pox, once in one million cases ; and
of natural small-pox after vaccine inoculation, once in ten thou-
sand cases." New Med. and Phys. Journal, Oct. 1814.

Unguentum Hydrargyri.
A correspondent in the Apothecaries' Journal states, that he has

discovered a new mode of preparing the strong mercurial ointment,
which considerably lessens the labour and time usually required
for its preparation. This discovery, the result of the carelessness
of the author, when a boy, who having left a portion of mercurial
ointment in a mortar, after a while set about making some more,
without having cleaned out the mortar. He found that the quick-
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silver was much more easily extinguished than if the recent lard
had been employed ; and attributes (he difference in the process to
the addition of the old ointment. We apprehend the author is
correct as to the fact of the facility of the combination produced
by adding the old ointment, but presume he is mistaken if he at-
tributes any share of the effects to the mercury already in combi-
nation, (otherwise than as the viscidity of the oinlnient maybe
rallier greater) the whole of which seem to belong to the rancidity
of the lard contained in the old ointment. We very well know,
that a small quantity of old riyicid lard will greatly facilitate the
incorporation of quicksilver with the recent lurd to be employed
in forming the ointment, although wc are far from recommending
this mode, and prefer ointment made with the mildest possible fat
and a greater degree of trituration. Indeed, it is contrary to all
analogy thai two substances will combine the more readily for
having a quantity of the combined product in a state of maximum
added. Water will dissolve a certain quantity of nitre, and with
a certain degree of readiness ; nor will the combination be at all
assisted by previously adding a portion of saturated solution to the
materials. Were the author's explanation of the fact true, we

should expect to find that balsam of Copaiba would be more readily
rubbed down with a mixture of balsam and egg, than by egg alone ;
that oil would be rendered more miscible with water by a previous
mixture of oil and mucilage, than by mucilage alone; in short,
that the solubility of any given substance is increased in exact
proportion to the quantity of that substance already in combination
with the solvent. ibid.
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